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it will benefit the veterans of my home state of 
South Dakota, as well as the other veterans 
around the country. 

I fully support H.R. 3665, as amended, and 
urge my colleagues to do the same. 

Mr. BUYER. Madam Speaker, as Chairman 
of the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, 
I rise in strong support of H.R. 3665, the Vet-
erans Housing and Employment Improvement 
Act of 2005, as amended. This is a bipartisan 
bill that as amended also includes provisions 
from Chairman BOOZMAN’s H.R. 3279, the 
Homeless Veteran Reintegration Program Re-
authorization Act of 2005, Ranking Member 
HERSETH’s H.R. 1773, the Native American 
Veteran Home Loan Act, and Mr. SIMPSON’s 
H.R. 419, the Hire Veterans Act of 2005. 

Title I of this bill, as amended, would im-
prove the flexibility of the VA’s Adapted Hous-
ing Grant Program, and make the Native 
American Veterans Home Loan Program per-
manent. 

Title II of the bill would extend the life of the 
President’s National Hire Veterans Committee 
(PNHVC), which was created by Public Law 
107–288 to improve industry’s awareness of 
the value inherent in increasing the number of 
veterans hired by the private sector. The Com-
mittee determined that a one-year extension of 
the PNHVC’s three-year authority for purposes 
of winding down its operations, in addition to 
providing opportunity for added oversight, 
would be an appropriate way to ensure that 
the Department of Labor integrates the posi-
tive aspects of the PNHVC into its future ac-
tivities. 

Title III of the bill would reauthorize the 
Homeless Veterans’ Reintegration Program 
(HVRP), which is administered by VETS. 
Based on testimony and meetings with HVRP 
providers, the program appears to be one of 
the more successful homeless programs in 
government by rehabilitating and finding jobs 
for the most difficult to place population of vet-
erans. 

Title IV of the bill would also make tech-
nical, clarifying, and conforming changes to 
new section 1980A of title 38, the Traumatic 
Injury Protection program, which was estab-
lished in the supplemental. 

Madam Speaker, as Chairman of the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs, I would like to 
thank the Ranking Member of the Committee, 
Mr. LANE EVANS (IL) for his cooperation in 
moving this legislation to the floor. I would 
also like to acknowledge the hard work of Mr. 
BOOZMAN (AR), and Ms. HERSETH (SD), the 
Chairman and Ranking Member of the Sub-
committee on Economic Opportunity, through 
whose leadership and hard work, this legisla-
tion has come before the House. Its timing is 
especially propitious, the day after tomorrow 
being Veterans’ Day. 

Madam Speaker, I strongly urge all my col-
leagues to support this important legislation. 

Mr. EVANS. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H.R. 3665, as amended. 

It is only fitting that as November 11th ap-
proaches and we prepare to commemorate 
another Veterans Day, we are meeting here 
today on the House floor to discuss and pass 
this legislation, which is intended to honor the 
courage and sacrifice of the nation’s veterans. 

I would like to thank Chairman BUYER for his 
support of this bill. 

I also want to thank the Chairman and 
Ranking Member of the Economic Opportunity 
Subcommittee, JOHN BOOZMAN and STEPHANIE 

HERSETH, for their work in developing and 
moving this important legislation to the floor. 

The housing, employment and homeless 
provisions contained in the bill are very impor-
tant and should be enacted into law. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to be an origi-
nal cosponsor of this bill. 

Our servicemembers, veterans and military 
families sacrifice greatly. 

It is our responsibility to care and provide 
for them upon their return from service as we 
do when we send them off to war. 

I strongly support this measure, Madam 
Speaker, and I urge all my colleagues to vote 
for its passage. 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam Speaker, I 
rise in support of H.R. 3665, the Veterans 
Housing and Employment Improvement Act of 
2005. I especially want to thank Chairman 
STEVE BUYER and Ranking Member LANE 
EVANS of the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
and also Chairman JOHN BOOZMAN and Rank-
ing Member STEPHANIE HERSETH of the Sub-
committee on Economic Opportunity for their 
leadership in making it possible for Native 
Americans to participate in the veterans’ hous-
ing loan program. 

I am especially thankful that American Sa-
moa’s veterans have also been able to partici-
pate in this very successful program. Today, I 
am here to thank my colleagues for working 
with me to address the concerns of American 
Samoans without adversely affecting the rights 
of other tribes. 

Many Samoans have served in the military 
and they are allowed to obtain home loans 
under current law. Other Samoans are married 
to non-Samoan veterans. Nonnative military 
spouses married to native Samoans have not 
been able to qualify for the VA home loan pro-
gram. In part, this is because the Native 
American Home Loan program excludes the 
spouses of non-native Americans from quali-
fying for a VA home loan. 

For my constituents, this is problematic. In 
brief, most land in American Samoa is com-
munal, meaning that only Samoans of Tutuila, 
Manu’s, Aunu’u, or Swain Islands may qualify 
for home loans offered by traditional lending 
institutions because only they can make claim 
to native land. 

As a result of these land laws, non-native 
spouses of veterans or persons serving in the 
U.S. Armed Forces who are married to a Sa-
moan may not qualify for a VA home loan. 
The VA has been helpful in assisting the Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee and my office in 
drafting language to rectify this problem and I 
am pleased that this language has now been 
included in H.R. 3665. 

As we have agreed, it is our understanding 
that this language now makes it possible for a 
non-Samoan military member or veteran to 
qualify for a VA loan if the non-Samoan mili-
tary member has a ‘‘meaningful interest’’ in 
the housing a Samoan spouse has been 
granted permission to build on communal 
land. It is also our understanding that ‘‘mean-
ingful interest’’ means that the veteran has the 
right to reside in the home under tribal laws. 

Madam Speaker, I urge support of H.R. 
3665 and I again thank my colleagues for in-
cluding my provision in this important legisla-
tion. I also thank the VA for its assistance, and 
Ms. Mary Ellen McCarthy, Democratic Staff Di-
rector for Disability Assistance and Memorial 
Affairs, for her tireless efforts. I urge support 
of this legislation. 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam Speaker, 
having no further requests for time, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
CAPITO). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Arkan-
sas (Mr. BOOZMAN) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 
3665, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this question will be 
postponed. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on H.R. 3665. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on questions previously 
postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

Conference report on H.R. 2419, by 
the yeas and nays; 

Conference report on H.R. 2862, by 
the yeas and nays; 

Motion to suspend the rules on S. 
1894, by the yeas and nays. 

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining 
electronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2419, 
ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2006 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
pending business is the question on 
adoption of the conference report on 
the bill, H.R. 2419, on which the yeas 
and nays are ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the conference report. 
Pursuant to clause 10 of rule XX, the 

yeas and nays are ordered. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 399, nays 17, 
not voting 17, as follows: 
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